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International filing date {day'mcmhyew) 
05 July 2000 (05.07.00) 


Priorit;.' date {day momhyear) 

06 July 1999(06.07.99) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is rxansmiucd to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



5 



_ sheets, including this cover sheet. 



rx7l This report IS also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of ire description, claims and/or drawings which have 
l^J been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifies ns made betore this Authority 
(see Rule 70 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



Thcs.: annexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating lo the following items; 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Certain observations on the international application 



P pj R i r ->f Kdhr^issinn of the demand 



Date of completion of this report 



nr.c r '^'ung a^irs: :-i ■■' L - ' 



Facsimile No. 



*-. irrn-1/i.'f ,: t*. 



Telephone No. 



05-FEB 02 (D I ) 17:00 



MSG IN BUCHHOLZ 



FAX : +49 4181 299829 

# 



S. 003 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Inicma ional application No. 

PCT/DEOO/02138 



|. Basil of the report 



1 This rcpon has been drawn on the busis Of (Replacemcni sheets vhich hint bten furnished lo 0\g rtcen mg Office m response tv an mvttanon 
under Article I J are referred la m this report as originally fikd and arc noi annexed in the report smc- ihvy do not tonram amtndmenn V 



| | the international application as originally filed. 

[^| ihe description. pages ] ' }3 . as originally filed, 

pages , filed wiih ihe demand, 

prtges _ . filed with ihe letter of 

pages filed with the letter of 



the claims. 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-11 



. as originally filed. 

, as amended under Article 1 9, 

. filed with the demnnd. 
, filed with the ietier of 
, filed with the letter of 



Ofl October 2001 (08.10.3001) 



| | Ihe drivings, 



shects/fig , 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig , 



, as originally filed, 
. filed with the demand, 
, filed with the clicrof 
, filed with the jctterof 



2. The amendments hnve resulted in the cancellation Ct- 
rl the description, pages . 

[~l the claims. Nos. „ 



I I ihe drawings, Sheets/fig 



phis report his been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since ihey have been considered 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Bax (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional ohservaiions. if necessary: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 




IV. Lock of unity of invention 



l In response to me invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has : 
I I restricted the claims 
I""! paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest. 
I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 




3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
| I complied with, 




not complied with for the following reasons: 



SEE sep;lrate sheet 
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L Basil of the report 



I This report has bo at drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheas which have been furnished to the recetvti\g Office in response to an inviianon 
under Article 14 at rr/errtdto in this report as "crigtnaHyJUed" and are not annelid to the report una they do not contain amendments). 
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See Box VIII. 
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International application No. 

PCT/DE 00/0213B 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when flu space in any of the preceding boxes is run sufficient) 



Continuation of: IV. 3 



The invention as per Claim 1 and the invention as per 
Claim 2 lack unity since the common concept Linking the 
two inventions cannot be considered patentable. It is 
clear from the citations, such as EP-A-0 304 721, for 
example, that the production of alumina hydr.ites by 
precipitation of basic and/or acidic aluminium salts out 
of an aqueous medium containing seed crystals having an 

- *. ~ -p on ^ ~ - i , — ^ . . i .„ 

dvciauc aiaiuCLCi ^ i. w nun j. o axicauy miuwh , 



f. PCT 7PF.A 409 ; S jpp" *ner.Ta> Bnv 1 Mar.uan IQO-I) 
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V. Reiioned suti merit under Article 35(2) with regird to novelty, inven tive step or indmf rial applicability; 
citations and etplanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-10 


YES 




Claims 


11 


NO 


Inventive sicp (IS) 


Claims 


2, 6 


YES 




Claims 


1, 3 - 5, 7 - 10 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-11 


YES 


Claims 




NO 



Citations and explanations 

The new Dl (EP-A-030421 ) almost fully discloses a method 
as pei the definition of Claim 1, although the amount of 
seed crystals is preferably set at above 7.5 wt %. 
However, an amount of 1 wt % can be used (seu Example 
III). Therefore the choice of amounts of between 0.1 and 5 
wt % cannot be considered patentable and would never be 
regarded as critical for obtaining unexpected results. The 
further features in Claims 3-5 and 7-10 are xnown from the 
cited literature, 

The alternatives in Claim 2 or Claim 6, which are based on 
the use of polymers, can, however, be considered 
patent able . 

Boehmitic aluminas as per the definition in Claim 11 are 
inherently intended to be produced according to the method 
of Dl. The crystallite size is preferably less than 5 nm 
and the further properties are intended to lie in the 
claimed ranges. Products of this type are also known from 
WO-A-5I9/037B3 and EP-A-649 223. 
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VUI. Certain obscmitiani on the incarnation*! application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are full) 
supported by the description, are mode: 

The range of 1.25 to 1 . 6 ml/g in the new Clai;n 11 is not 
supported by the original application. Although a value of 
1.25 ml/g is disclosed in Example 4, it is achieved only 
in conjunction with a given method (and in given 
conditions) and a given product. It is therefore 
impossible to extend this value to all the claimed 
products and method conditions. The fact that a value of 
1.25 mcf/1 is not achieved when organic seeds *re used (see 
examples) also shows that this amendment is unacceptable. 
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